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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON) (during the vote). Members
are advised 2 minutes remain in this
vote.

0 1929

So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | regret that |
missed three votes on October 25, 2005. Had
| been present | would have voted “yes” on
H.R. 3675 (the American Spirit Fraud Preven-
tion Act), H. Con. Res. 269 (Recognizing the
40th anniversary of the White House Fellows
Program) and H.R. 3256 (the Congressman
James Grove Fulton Memorial Post Office
Designation Act).

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent from this Chamber today. |
would like the Record to show that, had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on rollcall
votes 536, 537, and 538.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, due to a weath-
er related travel delay, | was unable to record
my vote for rollcall suspension votes 536
through 538. Had | been present | would have
voted “yes.”

————

HONORING OUR SOLDIERS IN IRAQ

(Mr. MEEHAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, the Pen-
tagon announced today that 2,000
American servicemen and women have
been killed in Iraq. On this same day,

H9071

Iraqi officials announced that Iraq’s
constitution was approved with nearly
80 percent of the vote.

This progress on the political front is
in stark contrast with the failure to
set clear benchmarks on the security
front.

As the casualties continue to mount
and rise, the Bush administration con-
tinues to refuse to lay out a strategy
for a timeline for bringing our troops
home.

On this day of mourning, my
thoughts and prayers are with the fam-
ilies who have lost their loved ones and
with all of our soldiers still serving in
Iraq today.

On this day of mixed messages, 1
renew our call to the administration to
outline their plans for bringing our
troops home. The best way to honor
our soldiers is to find a safe and re-
sponsible exit for them from a sov-
ereign and independent Iraq.

————
HONORING PETTY OFFICER
HOSPITALMAN THIRD CLASS

CHRISTOPHER THOMPSON

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise with a
very heavy heart today to express the
condolences of a grateful Nation and to
honor the 1life of Petty Officer
Hospitalman Third Class Christopher
Thompson, who passed away on Octo-
ber 21 while serving in Iraq.

A native of Wilkes County, North
Carolina, Petty Officer Thompson
served his country as a naval hospital
corpsman. In that role he cared for his
wounded comrades and was awarded
the Navy Commendation Medal during
his first tour of duty for aiding four
Marines hurt in a bombing.

Petty Office Thompson was a loving
son and brother. He leaves behind his
parents, Larry and Geraldine Thomp-
son; and brothers, David Thompson and
Jimmy Epley. May God bless them and
comfort them during this very difficult
time.

We owe this brave sailor and his fam-
ily a tremendous debt of gratitude for
his selfless service and sacrifice. Our
Nation could not maintain its freedom
and security without heroes like Chris-
topher who make the ultimate sac-
rifice. Americans, as well as Iraqis, owe
their liberty to Christopher and his
comrades who came before him.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in hon-
oring Petty Officer Christopher
Thompson. May God bless him.

THE SACRIFICE OF OUR FIGHTING
MEN AND WOMEN

(Mr. ABERCROMBIE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker,
the spokesperson for the Pentagon in
Baghdad today indicated that anyone
who even comments on the fact that
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